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Abstract. Pteridium species around the world are aggressive, very productive, functionally 
closer to shrubs than ferns. Their rhizomes, buried deep and rich in starch, allow them to survive 
repeated fires and their efficient uptake of nutrients allow them to exploit a wide range of soils 
(McGlone et al., 2005). Mechanical methods. Tillage and cultivation. On lands that are not too steep or 
rocky, a good reduction in fern coverage can be achieved by plowing from late June to early August. 
The goal is to plow deep in order to expose the rhizomes, leaving them undisturbed throughout the 
winter and followed by the spring sowing. Cutting is done twice each season, mid-June, when the fern 
is 50-75 cm tall and again six weeks later. This must be repeated for at least three years. If only one cut 
is possible, this is done in late July and repeated for at least five years. The two cuts system permits an 
earlier access of herbivores to the vegetation below the fern. Crushing. This is less effective than 
cutting, but is suitable for difficult terrains. It is better to be carried out repeatedly on young leaves 
which are fragile and easily to brake. Treatment is repeated at least three consecutive years (2 
crushing/ year). Burning. Burning fern litter is useful to facilitate cultivation and sowing. Burning litter 
without tracking it, is of no use and is an unnecessary fire risk (Pakeman et al, 1999, 2006). Control 
with herbicides. Only ace (Asulox) and glyphosate have written recommendations on the label. Doses 
are recommended for general application: Asulox 11 liters/ha Glyphosate 5 liters/ha (Pakeman et al., 
1999, 2006). Both chemicals must be applied on the leaf surface after full development has taken 
place, but before any falling of the peaks to ensure maximum absorption and translocation in the deep 
rhizomes system (Mihai, 2006). This period occurs between mid-July and late September depending 
on altitude, location and season. An advantage of glyphosate is that it produces visible symptoms 
immediately after application, allowing the bands missed another application in the same 
season.Mixed methods. A combination of mechanical methods and herbicide application is a 
combination of advantages of both systems (Marrs et al., 2006; Mihai, 2006). 
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